Paraneoplastic cerebellar degeneration with anti-Purkinje cell antibody associated with primary tubal cancer.
In patients with paraneoplastic cerebellar degeneration (PCD) due to gynecologic malignancies, a high titer of anti-Purkinje cell antibody (anti-Yo) has been found. Most patients, however, have limited oncologic disease at the time of onset of neurologic symptoms. We describe 2 cases of PCD due to tubal cancer with anti-Yo antibody. The onset of PCD occurred 4 and 14 months before the detection of cancer, respectively, and the presence of anti-Yo antibody facilitated early laparotomy in both cases. These patients, whose neurologic symptoms have not progressed, have survived without evidence of disease for 81 and 30 months since surgery, respectively. The presence of the anti-Yo antibody in patients with PCD warrants an aggressive approach to diagnosis and treatment of the underlying gynecologic cancer.